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shops and cars, walkers were driven from the crowded roads; ribbons of
houses blotted out elm rows and pasture; cornfields were derelict; fishing-
fleets and sailing barges laid up; coasts given over to asphalt, bathing-boxes
or pools, 'fun fairs' and bungalows. Whether, in the new world, there will
again be unloaded at such scenes as Corfe Casde coach-loads of grossly
fed and apathetic tourists for the regulation round before their meal must
be uncertain, and whether the skies themselves will be as crowded and
stridulous with traffic as the land. There will still be 'corners' of quiet, no
doubt, mountains too and mountain streams, if dams and grids have let
them be, and in the museums painted images will satisfy or tease the taste
for ancient peace and beauty, if that taste persist. As I write, an anony-
mous correspondent, annoyed by the defence of the great view of Durham's
Cathedral Casde against its stultification by a gigantic Power House, sends
me this admonition with which most of our 'Local Authorities' would
sympathise:
Most people, looking out of their carriage windows, would rather see a fiae, modern
power station (the symbol of a full and glowing life for everyone) than an old cathedral
(the symbol of an evil past).
A remnant may think otherwise, and among recorders of sacred shining
places, and tumultuous English skies over the scarred history of her wars
Steer will not be the least of great witnesses.
'Stainless steel', said Steer, 'is a sign of "progress". In the old days a
carving knife carved. A stainless steel knife won't, for you can't put an
edge on it.* Painting itself, eviscerated and evacuated as it has been by
theoretic gangsters, is an ancient fashion that may lapse, like others before
it, but if anywhere a civilised order revive, that art will, like morning, be
reborn. The batdes of Beauty are never finally won; in each generation
they must be fought afresh: It depends on a tew voices in each of them
whether Titian counts as a master, Let us not be missing among
'Knights of the Holy Ghost'.